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have devasted the bird colonies. Owing to the fact that Japan claimed the island, the naturalists 
were not allowed to use firearms, or rather to land with them, the Japanese officers in charge 
evidently fearing that the explorers might cherish hostile intentions. The islet is composed of 
coral, and is triangular in shape, with the sides about one and a half miles long. It is covered 
with trees and bushes except on the beaches, and harbors a considerable variety of sea birds. But 
to the disappointment of Mr. Bryan, no land birds were discovered. The special portion of the 
report includes an account of the birds, of which i8 species are listed, with short notices of the 
reptiles (2 species), insects, molluscs, crustaceans, botany, and an appendix containing a list of 
fishes by Bryan and Albert C. Herre. One new V)ird is described, Micraiious marcusi, which is 
most nearly related to the noio, M. ha-teaiiemis. The account of the bird life is of great inter- 
est and value, and we are tempted to make extensive extracts. Even a casual glance at the 
paper will show that the author made good use of his week's sojourn on the island, and later has 
made good use of his pen. Space will permit, however, only a part of the story of the Laysan 
albatross which used to breed abundantly on the island. Onlyone bird was seen alive by Mr. Bryan. 
"The story of the .Marcus Island colony of goonies is one of death and extermination. In 
the beginning of the operations of the Japanese company on the island goonies were fairly 
abundant. Not being able to find guano by their crude methods, they developed a scheme 
whereby they were able to make a marketable commodity by killing the birds and boiling them 
down in great kettles. The resultant, consisting of flesh, bones and viscera, was barreled and 
shipped to Japan where it was used as a fertilizer. The long wing feathers of all the birds were 
pulled out and carefully preserved to be shipped to America and Europe and sold as 'eagle feath- 
ers,' which were in great demand for trimming on ladies' hats. The feathers from the breast 
were plucked off and sold by the pound. A profitable business was then developed, with the 
deplorable result that within six years the entire colony of these splendid birds has been 
exterminated." A specimen of I.arus vegce was secured from one of the residents of the island. 

Adi)ITion.\i, Notes on Bird.s ok the Upper Pecos. Bv Florence Merri.^m B.^ilev. 
Krom The Auk, XXI, July, 1904, pp. 348—363. 

This paper is in some ways supplementary to Henshaw and Nelson's "List of Birds Observed 
in .Summer and Fall on the Upper Pecos River, New Mexico "(Aux II, 1885, pp. 326 — 333; III, 
18H6 pp. 73-80) and consists of observations made on the Pecos Forest Reserve, and carried to an 
altitude of 13,300 feet on Pecos Baldy and Truchas Peaks. The list comprises 94 species, with 
annotations, some of which are quite extended, and written in Mrs. Bailey's usual clear style. 

Thk Origin .^ni> Distribution oe the Chk-stnut-Backed Chickadee. By Joseph 
(■7RINNEEL. P''rom The Auk, XXI, July, 1904, pp. 364-382. 

In this paper Mr. Grinnell points out the probable origin of the chestnut-backed and 
Hudsonian chickadee from a common ancestor, "Parus pre-hudsonicus," the chestnut backed 
having differentiated first as a race of this hypothetical form. Finally through isolation it be- 
came a full species, restricted to the humid coast belt, while htidsoiiieus, another subspecies of 
"/)r<?-;4?<rfiowVHi," became confined to the boreal arid interior. Each species then differentiated 
races of its own as its range extended into new faunal conditions. The paper is illustrated by 
two maps and a chart. 

A Preliminary Review ok the Birds ok Nebraska, with Synopses. By Lawrence 
Bruner, Robert H. Walcott, Mvron H. Swenk, (no date; received Oct. 8, 1904.) 8 vo. 125 
pages. Klopp & BartlettCo., Omaha, Neb. 

The synopses and careful annotations make this book really a manual of the birds of 
Nebraska, a manual at least that a student with some knowledge of birds will be able to handle. 
The paper is prefaced by an essay on "Birds in Relation to Agriculture and Horticulture" by 
Prof. Bruner. The annotations are short but definite, and are concerned entirely with the status 
of the species. We note that the authors have joined the ranks of the "non-possessive ornitholo- 
gists,*' all of which indicates how the wind is blowing. This paper is decidedly a credit to its 
authors and to Nebraskan ornithologists. The reviewer hopes that the Cooper Ornithological Club 
will sometime be able to bring out a book on California birds modeled something after this brochure . 

Additions to Mitchell's List OK the Summer Birds ok S.'K^n Miguel County, New 
Mexico. By Florence Merriam Bailey. From The Aux, XXI, Oct. 1904, pp. 443-449. 

This paper lists 56 species, being additions to Dr. Walton I. Mitchell's list of 85 species. The 
notes were taken during about two months of Biological Survey work spread over the.three sum- 
mer months. The paper opens with a description of the country and its faunal characteristics. 
No work was done in the northern part of the county east of the line between Las Vegas 
and Mora, which would probably have brought in a number of additional mountain species. 

Description of Four New Birds prom Mexico. By E. W. Nel.son. From Proc. 
Biol. Soc. Wash. XVII, Oct. 6, 1904, pp. 151-152- 

In this paper are described the following new forms: Porzana goldmani , from the valley of 



Sept., 1905 I THE EDiTOR'vS BOOK SHELF 147 

Toluca, Mexico; Empidonax fulvifrons fusciceps. Highlands of Chiapas; Arrenionops superciUo- 
sus chiapensis, valley of the Chiapas River; Telniatodytes palustris toluceiisis, Tulnca Valley. 

On a Collection of Bird.s .\nd Mammals krom Moont Sanhedrin, California. By 
WiTMER STONE. (With Field Notes by A. S. Bunnell.) From Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philad. 
Oct. 17, 1904, pp 576-585. 

This paper is based on a collection of birds and mammals from Moimt Sanhedrin, Mendocino 
County, taken by Mr. A. S.Bunnell. A short account is given of the phj'siographical and faunal 
features of the peak, which attains an elevation of 5000 feet. The mountain is drained by one of 
the tributaries of Eel River and is covered with Douglas spruce and 'ponderosa' pines. Mr. Bun- 
nell is in error, howevor, in supposing that the mountain reaches the Hudsonian zone. It is even 
extremely doubtful if there is any undiluted Canadian, even on the north side. The list of birds 
includes 88 species, all the land birds being representative Upper Sonoran and Transition forms, 
but some of them also occurring in Canadian. The list is of especial interest on account of the 
paucity of records from this general region. We note that Mr. Stone accepts Cyanodlta stelleri 
carbovacea, and we hope that he will persuade the Committee on Nomenclature to coincide with 
his views. 

List of Birds Collected in Alaska hv the Andevv j. Stone ExpEDiTit)N of 1903. By 
F'r.\nk M. Chapman. From Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat. Hist. XX, Nov. 4, 11,04, pp. 399-406. 

Mr. Chapman has given an account of 62 species of birds collected at several localities on the 
Alaska Peninsula and Kenai Peninsula, from May 19 to October 8, by Mr. M. P. Anderson, a 
member of the expedition Twenty water birds are listed and forty-two land birds. Cyanocitta 
stelleri horealis is maintained as a valid race and Deiidioica coroiiata huoveri is regarded 
as imtenable. 

A Biological Reconnaisaxce of the Base of the Alaska Peninsula. By Wilfred 
H. Osgood. North American Fauna No. 24. Nov. 23, 1904, 86 pp. VII plates. 

This report "contains an account of a hasty trip made during the latter part of the summer 
and fall of 1902 to the base of the .Alaska Peninsula. Work was done on both coasts and in part 
of the interior." The preliminary portion of the paper contains the following subheads: Intro- 
duction; General Account (Outline of Route, Iliamna Bay to Lake Clark, Lake Clark to Nushagak, 
Nushagak to Cold Bay); Life Zones; Previous Work. Then follows a List of Manmials and a List 
of Birds, the latter comprising pages 5 1 to 81. Mr. Osgood considers the greater part of the Alaskan 
Peninsula to belong to the .\rctic zone, which is especially characterized bv the absence of tim- 
ber. The Hudsonian zone sends a tongue of timber south of Lake Iliannia. The characteristic 
animals were found to conform very satisfactorily to this division of the area \ map graphically 
illustrates the areas occupied by the two zones. One hundred thirtv birds are listed, of which 
seventy are water birds. The notes, in several cases extended, include information on the 
status of the species in the region under discussion, distribution, critical matter, and observations 
on the habits. Numerous halt-tone illustrations from photographs admirably illustrate the char- 
acter of the region visited. 

The Birds OF North and Middle America, etc. Part III. Bv Robert Riixiway. 
8 vo, pp. I— XX 4^1— 801, pll. I— XIX(:^-^Bull. U. S. Nat. Mus. No. .50, Pt. III.) 

Volume three of Mr. Ridgway's well-known work ap]>eared during the last davs of 1904, and 
contains accounts of the follownig families: Motacillidte, Hirundiuidse, Ampelidae, Ptilogo- 
natidae, Dulid*, Vireonidie, Laniidae, Corvidse, Paridse, Sittida;, Certhiidae, Troglodvtidae, 
Cinclidae, Chamaeidae, Sylviidie. It is thus full of interest to the student of western birds. 
.■\mong the few changes in nomenclature may be noted the following: I'irensylva, and 
l.anivireo are accorded generic rank; Cractea replaces Peiisoieus (p. 750); and Penthesles he- 
comes the generic name of our common chickadees, J'ariis being restricted to the old world, 
with Parus major as type. 

.\mong the Parida; a number of additions and changes are to be noted. Our plain titmouse 
of the San Francisco Bay region is described as Riralophiis inoriialus restrictus and that of the 
San Diegan district as B. i. inuriiiiis. HceoUtphiis Jt'othfeberi is restricted to the highlands of 
Mexico, and the form from the United States is called B. tc. a 11 nexus (Cassin). Psaltriparus 
minimus satiiratiis is described as new (I'uget Sound) 

Troglodytes aedon aztecus is made a synonym of T a. parkwaiii and consequently drops out 
of nomenclature. Satpinctes obsoletiis pnivenus \s recognized, as are also 7'elmatodvies p. thryo- 
philiis, Thryomanes b. eremophiltis. /". b. cerroeii\is, T. b. ne<i>philus, 7". b drymwciis, and 
Catherpes mexicatius polioptilus, Corvtis brachyrhynchos hespcris AnA Cynuoeitta s. carbonacea. 
Corviis cauriHus\%ritA\.\ixA. to a subspecies of bracliyrkynchos. Our water ouzel becomes Cinclus 
«/c.r?<(7««.9 ««zVo/fr the typical form being found in ^iexico and Central .America. The Califor- 
nia check-list receives an addition by the recording of Corvus corax ctarioiieiisis from the Santa 
Barbara Islands. 

In the preface we are told that "Part IV, which is about half completed, includes the Tur- 
didae (Thrushes), Mimidae (Mockingbirds), Alaudidae (Larks\ Sturnidse (Starlings), Ploceida 
(Weaver Birds), Oxyruncidae (Sharp-bills), Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers), Pipridae (Manakins), 
and Cotingidae (Chatterers). In the three volumes which have been published there have been 
described about 1250 species and subspecies, or about two-fifths of the total number of North and 
Middle American birds." — W.\lter K. Fisher. 



